Mayor Coleman Visits No School Day Program at Hazel Park
Recreation Center in Recognition of 2007 Lights On Afterschool Week

(Saint Paul) — Saint Paul Mayor Chris Coleman celebrated National Lights On
Afterschool week today with a visit to Second Shift No School Day activities at the Hazel
Park Recreation Center. Mayor Coleman met with children, staff and parents
participating in No School Day activities. The Mayor’s visit coincides with 7,500 Lights
On Afterschool events across the nation that emphasize the importance of keeping the
lights on and the doors open for afterschool programs.

“Lights On Afterschool is a powerful reminder that afterschool and out-of-school
programs are critical to the success of our children, which is why we’ve expanded our
Second Shift activities during this week’s Statewide Teachers Conference,” said Mayor
Coleman. “Our No School Day initiative has been a tremendous success and we are
extremely pleased to have the ability to bring this programming to Hazel Park and to
children across the city. Providing accessible, affordable and academically rich
opportunities to our children during their out of school time is our goal with the Second
Shift Initiative, and we know our No School Days are going to help put Saint Paul kids
on the path to success.”

The Second Shift No School Day program gives children the opportunity to participate in
quality, structured activities during days that the Saint Paul Public School district has no
school — such as the State Teachers Conference, Winter Break and Spring Break. The No
School Day program allows working parents to send their children to a safe and engaging
environment where they might have otherwise had to take off work or leave their children
at home and unsupervised.

Mayor Coleman’s Second Shift No School Day program began as a pilot program on the
East Side in the fall of 2006. Over 300 children from, Ames Elementary School and
Eastern Heights Elementary School and Nokomis Montessori Magnet School participated
in all-day programming at Hazel Park Recreation Center. During spring break last year,
more than 1,800 children took part in expanded No School Day activities. Due to these
successes Mayor Coleman expanded the No School Day program citywide this fall.

About Lights On Afterschool

Lights On Afterschool is a nationwide event to recognize the critical importance of
quality afterschool programs in the lives of children, their families and communities. It is
a project of the Afterschool Alliance — a nonprofit public awareness and advocacy
organization working to ensuring that all children have access to quality afterschool
programs. More information on the Alliance and Lights On Afterschool is available at
www.afterschoolalliance.org.




