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2007 WINTER CARNIVAL TO JOIN TRADITIONS NEW AND OLD 
New Harriet Island location will offer more opportunities for winter fun 

 
SAINT PAUL, Minn. – The coolest celebration of winter – the Saint Paul Winter Carnival – 
will show a new face and offer new ways for people to get in touch with winter in 2007. 
 
Saint Paul Mayor Chris Coleman joined event supporters today to unveil the official event 
schedule and a new location for this year’s festivities.  The carnival will run from January 26-
February 4, 2007, and for the first time will use Harriet Island as its focal point. 
 
“The Winter Carnival is an historic way for Saint Paul to show everyone how to celebrate the 
winter season,” said Saint Paul Mayor Chris Coleman.  “I’m excited see families enjoy the new 
opportunities that this year’s event will offer – and I can’t wait to begin my annual hunt for the 
medallion.” 
 
The 2007 Saint Paul Winter Carnival will include some significant changes – most notably its 
new location.  After [NUMBER] years with downtown Saint Paul’s Rice Park as its center of 
activity, the upcoming festival will expand across the river to Harriet Island.   
 
“Harriet Island has historically been a gathering place in Saint Paul,” said Bob Berscheid, 
Director of Saint Paul Parks and Recreation.  “Once the site of a riverfront amusement park, it 
is now home to events such as the Irish Fair of Minnesota and A Taste of Minnesota.  Bringing 
the Winter Carnival to Harriet Island makes it a year-round destination for Minnesotans.” 
 
Key attractions of the event will include: 
 
• A Boy Scout winter camping expedition on Harriet Island with famed Arctic explorer Will 

Steiger.  Hundreds of scouts will learn about winter survival and the frozen environment. 
• A giant ice labyrinth with different Saint Paul-related elements for kids to find in a Winter 

Carnival scavenger hunt.   
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• An effort sponsored by Jimmy Buffet’s Margaritaville to create a snow sculpture large 
enough to make the Guinness Book of World Records. 

• The Snowball – a celebration of Winter Carnival royalty – will be held in a first-of-its-kind 
Hotdish Tent.  The royal family, musicians, and other entertainment will be on hand at this 
family-friendly event. 

• One large parade that will blend together elements from the Grand Day and Torchlight 
parades.  The parade will begin during the daylight hours and will end after the sun sets.  It 
will include more floats, interactive performances, and brand-new attractions. 

• A large fireworks display to end the carnival and celebrate the Vulcans’ victory over King 
Boreas. 

• A button designed by a student from Saint Paul’s own College of Visual Arts – with a 
portion of button proceeds benefiting the Como Zoo’s polar bear exhibit renovation. 

 
The annual ice carving contest, which once took place in Rice Park, will move to Harriet Island 
to allow for more room and more protection for the sculptures.  The festival’s signature ice 
carving will be done in Rice Park and will remain there throughout the carnival. 
 
“We are working hard to ensure that the Winter Carnival remains a tradition for Minnesota 
families,” said Saint Paul Winter Carnival Executive Director Kate Kelly.  “The changes we’ve 
made will help us reach out to more people, yet still keep us connected to the traditions that are 
more than 100 years old.  We are not losing any of the things Winter Carnival-goers have come 
to love – we’re finding more ways to share the fun.” 
 
The carnival will also feature a frozen 5K race, an ice fishing expo on Lake Phalen, numerous 
appearances by Vulcans and members of the Royal Court, and – of course – the medallion 
hunt. 
 
For more information, visit www.winter-carnival.com. 
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