
Excitement Builds along University Corridor with Groundbreaking Celebration of 
Frogtown Square 
  
EVENT: Come hear how the perseverance and dedication made the way for 
what will be the prime example of mixed-use, transit oriented development on 
University Avenue, at a future light rail stop. The Frogtown Square development 
team consisting of four nonprofit community developers (Greater Frogtown CDC, 
Model Cities, Neighborhood Development Center and Aurora St. Anthony NDC) 
and Episcopal Homes will celebrate this significant milestone with our funders, 
public officials, and community residents.  Development team members Beverley 
Hawkins and Mike Temali will speak about our long, difficult journey to get here 
from the not so distant past when drugs and pornography plagued the 
intersection.  
   
WHEN:            Monday, November 23, 2009 
                        1:00 pm  
WHERE:         Vacant lot at the Northeast corner of University Avenue and Dale 
Street in Frogtown  
  
WHO:              Speakers include: Mayor Chris Coleman, Councilmember Melvin 
Carter, Mark Voegle from Ramsey County Commissioner Retman’s office, 
Kristen Kidder, GFCDC Board Chair, Anthony Fernandez, District 7 Board Chair, 
Beverley Hawkins of Model Cities, and Mike Temali of NDC, Marvin Plakut from 
Episcopal Homes, Paul Woxland from HUD  
  
                    
Frogtown Squareis the perfect example of a high quality mixed-use transit 
oriented development.   
 
The four story building will include approximately 10,000 square feet of retail and 
office on the first floor with 50 very affordable apartments for independent seniors 
ages 62+.   The development will have underground parking for the housing units 
and a surface parking lot behind the building for retail customers.   Plans include 
20’ wide sidewalks with outdoor seating at the corner for restaurant customers.  
Art deco panels will adorn the entire building, acknowledging a time in 
Frogtown’s past.  The exterior of the building will be well lit, with nice 
landscaping, and will be welcoming for transit users and pedestrians alike.   
  
The retail spaces are currently full with commitments from small and minority 
owned businesses.  The retail component includes businesses such as a 
restaurant, coffee shop, small grocer and pharmacy.         


