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Saint Paul Projects Receive State Honors
2009 MASLA Design Awards Feature 3 Saint Paul Projects

SAINT PAUL - Two Saint Paul parks that underwent major transformations in recent years earned
award recognition for their designs, while the Parks & Recreation Department also received an award
for the “City of Saint Paul Parks & Recreation Vision Plan” in the 2009 Minnesota Chapter of the
American Society of Landscape Architects Design Awards.

Both Raspberry Island Regional Park and Two Rivers Overlook Park received awards in the Public
Landscape Design Category. The “City of Saint Paul Parks & Recreation Vision Plan” was recognized
in the Planning and Research Category.

“As a lifelong resident of Saint Paul, I have had many opportunities to fall in love again with the city
were I grew up,” Mayor Chris Coleman said. “Standing in the middle of Raspberry Island on a fall day
or standing in Two Rivers and overlooking the river valley, people understand why Saint Paul is the
Most Livable City in America. These awards recognized the talent and creativity of the City’s design
staff and dedicated parks employees who bring vision to life and give residents a City they love to call
home.”

Historic Raspberry Island located downtown below the Wabasha Bridge in the middle of the Mississippi
River reopened in fall with completely new landscaping, including a winding path around the edge of
the island, new bench seating, and steps leading to the edge of the island’s riverbank. Don Ganje along
with Brian Tourtelotte and Alice Messer, all landscape architects with the Parks Department, led the
redesign of the park.

The Two Rivers Overlook Park is located on the edge of the bluffs of the river valley where the
Minnesota and Mississippi rivers join and Mississippi River Boulevard and Shepard Road meet. The
park bridges the transition from a residential neighborhood to an industrial section of the City and
features interpretive story telling panels, natural sculptural stone elements and a tranquil resting place
for neighbors and trail users loaded with historical and geographical features. Jody Martinez, design and
construction manager with the Parks Department, worked with Saint Paul artist and designer Philip
Rickey on the redesign.

The “City of Saint Paul Parks & Recreation Vision Plan” was completed by Hoisington Koegler Group,
Inc. to provide a long-term vision for the Parks & Recreation Department. The 87-page plan outlines a
new mission and vision, decision-making tools with guiding principles, and initiatives to achieve a



higher level of resident and user satisfaction. Additional details on the parks and vision plan can be
found online at www.stpaul.gov/parks.

MASLA will present the awards at its annual awards banquet April 24 at Nicollet Island Pavilion.
Additional photos available upon request.
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