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Eleven Saint Paul Police Officers Recognized for Saving lives  

The Saint Paul Police Department today formally recognized eleven Officers for helping save the lives of five 

people in 2009. Saint Paul Police Chief Thomas Smith honored the eleven Officers at a Life-Saving Award 

Ceremony held at the Saint Paul Police Department’s Western District Headquarters.  

“I’m proud of all of our Officers for putting their lives on the line everyday,” Smith said. “But today I’m particularly 

proud of these twelve Officers whose heroism deserves special recognition. Their quick thinking, calm demeanor 

and selfless actions helped save the lives of others.”  

Below are the names of the Officers who were honored and a brief synopsis of their actions. 

Officers Timothy Bohn, Jay Griffin, Cary Lee, Alta Painter and Robert Zink 
On September 8, 2009 officers responded to a call of a troubled male.  They gathered information that led them to locate the 

individual on the banks of the Mississippi River.  The individual was semi-conscious but was able to tell the officers he had 

overdosed on various medications.  The Officers called for medics but realized that his condition was critical.  They then formed 

a human chain, passing the 170-pound victim up the rough and unstable cliff where he was transported to the hospital. 

Officers Robert Bisson, John Buchmeier and Leonard Manning 
On September 17, 2009 Officers responded to a call of a man threatening to jump from the Maryland Avenue Bridge over I 35E.  

They were able to engage him in conversation.  They requested he show them identification.  When the individual handed over 

his ID, the Officers grabbed his arms and pulled him to safety. 

Officer Sean Burton 
On October 17, 2009 Officer Burton responded to a call of an individual threatening to jump from the High Bridge.  Upon his 

arrival, he saw the man straddling the railing and three people talking to him.  Officer Burton parked far enough away so the 

individual would not hear him approach.  He gestured to the three people to continue to distract the distraught man.  Officer 

Burton was then able to grab the man's arm and pull him from the railing onto the ground.  

Officer Michael Davis  
On October 29, 2009 Officer Davis responded to a call.  While on scene, he heard a woman screaming for help and ran to assist 

her.  She was sitting on the steps of a nearby home and was clearly having trouble breathing.  As Officer Davis tried to calm the 

woman down and get her to take slow deep breaths, she became unresponsive.  Her lips turned blue and she fell forward.  She 

was not breathing and had no pulse.  Officer Davis immediately began CPR without any protection.  He was able to get her 

breathing and she was transported to the hospital.  It was later found that she needed surgery to remove an enlarged gland that 

was restricting her breathing. 

Officers Alta Painter and Seth Wilson 
On November 6, 2009 officers responded to a call of a suicidal male threatening to jump from the footbridge over I-94 near 

Snelling Avenue.  This individual had climbed a support pole, was crying and threatening to jump onto I-94.  The Officers were 

able to stop traffic on I-94. They engaged the individual in conversation for 10-15 minutes and convinced him to climb down and 

get the help he needed.  He was transported to the hospital for treatment. 


