Mayor Coleman Announces Civil Gang Injunction Lawsuit Against the Surefo 13

City's Lawsuit is a first in the State of Minnesota to prohibit criminal gangs from disrupting the
community.

(SAINT PAUL) - Mayor Chris Coleman today announced that the City has commenced legal
action against the Surefo 13, a nationally known criminal gang with a presence in the Twin Cities
area. Mayor Coleman was joined by community festival organizers and leaders from various
organizations supporting this public safety initiative.

Our message today is clear - gangs are not welcome in our community. The public has a right to
be free from criminal gang violence and intimidation, and as the home of some of the most
prominent community festivals in the country, we are doing everything we can to protect our
community from gang activity. Saint Paul is a safe City, and these injunctions are an innovative
tool to send a clear message to gangs that we will not tolerate any violence in our community,
Mayor Coleman said.

The civil legal action comes a month before the non-profit organizers of the Cinco de Mayo Fiesta
host the annual event May 1-2. The action aims to prevent the Surefio 13 from disrupting the
festival and the surrounding neighborhood, and it has the support of both the festival organizers
and neighborhood activists from St. Pauls West Side and other neighborhoods

City Attorney John Choi said the civil action announced Monday is just the first in what could
become a significant tool to combat gang activity in Saint Pauls neighborhoods.

The Civil Gang Injunction Statute (Minn. Stat. §§ 617.91 617.97) authorizes a city attorney,
county attorney or the attorney general to commence a civil action against criminal gangs to
enjoin criminal gang activity. The civil lawsuit filed by Choi seeks injunctive relief pursuant to the
Civil Gang Injunction Statute that was developed by the Community Prosecution Unit of the Saint
Paul City Attorneys Office and passed by the Minnesota Legislature in 2007.

If the court issues a civil gang injunction order, the court would find that the criminal gangs past
activities are a public nuisance and restrict their ability to carry on future gang activities in a
designated area. A violation of the courts order is a misdemeanor crime. Among other things,
the City of St. Paul is seeking a court order prohibiting the known leaders of the Surefio 13 from
being with known gang members anywhere near the Cinco de Mayo Fiesta. A court hearing on
the Citys motion for a temporary injunction has been scheduled for Friday, April 24, 2009, in
Ramsey County District Court.

Cities across the United States have utilized civil gang injunction actions effectively as a public
safety tool. In California and Texas, officials have credited civil gang injunctions with significantly
impacting gang violence and activities. A comprehensive study of injunctions in Los Angeles,
relying on eight years of data, found that the civil legal action helped reduce violent crime 5 to 10
percent per neighborhood where applied.

When applied with neighborhood initiatives such as afterschool programming, community policing
and vacant property abatement, authorities say the impact on gang activities can be even
greater.

From our city attorney's office to our police department to our Second Shift initiative, much of
what we do in Saint Paul is about public safety and improving the lives of our residents, Mayor
Coleman said. The civil lawsuits filed today demonstrate the proactive approach Saint Paul is
taking to prevent gangs from taking root in Saint Paul.



The use of civil gang injunctions has been upheld by the California Supreme Court and Appellate
Courts in Texas. Community leaders and festival organizers have also welcomed the citys
action.

We applaud the City's efforts in reaching out to neighborhood groups to ensure that our
community festivals continue to be safe and enjoyable for residents and visitors alike, said Chris
Romano of the Riverview Economic Development Association, which is the non-profit organizer of
the Cinco de Mayo Fiesta.

This initiative is going to make a real difference for the hundreds of thousands of folks that
attend community festivals in Saint Paul. For an event like the Taste of Minnesota, using these
innovative tactics will help ensure that families will have an opportunity to enjoy Saint Paul free
of intimidation by criminal gangs. The Mayor, our City Attorney, and our Police Department
should be applauded by every business in the City for the proactive stand that they are taking.
said Ron Maddox, organizer of the Taste of Minnesota.
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