
 

Conversations with Al McFarlane 
On Location: MN Centennial Showboat, Saint Paul, MN 

Tuesday, October 13, 2009 
5:00 PM – 7:00 PM 

 

Promoting engagement and opportunity, awareness and support for Minority, Women and Small 
Business Development  

 

AHANA Initiative, Project of Minnesota Multicultural Media Consortium (MMMC) 

Bringing cooperative voices of African-African American, Hispanic, Asian and Native American 

Aldolfo Cardona, Publisher, Latino Midwest ~ Nghi Huynh, Publisher-Asian American 
Press and President of MN Multicultural Media Consortium ~ Tom Gitaa, Publisher Mshale 
Newspaper ~ Al McFarlane, Editor–In–Chief, Insight News and Producer/Host KFAI Fresh 
Air Radio* ~ David Glass, on behalf of The Circle (American Indian Newspaper) ~ Bashe 
Said, Publisher-African News Journal ~ Ali Musse, Producer/Host of Bulsho TV  

 

PROGRAM 

Welcome to MN Centennial Showboat - Live Audience – Al McFarlane 

Music: Wayne McFarlane and Jahz    

Welcome and Background - Mayor Chris Coleman      

Panel I:  

• Christopher Romano, Executive Director - Riverview Economic 

Development Association (REDA), West Side - Host Community 

Development Corporation (CDC)  

• Tom Sanchez, Director Invest Saint Paul, Planning and Economic 

Development (PED) 

Panel II:   

• Readus Fletcher, Deputy Director, Human Rights and Equal 

Economic Opportunity (HREEO)  

• Susan Feuerherm, Acting Purchasing Manager, (HREEO) 

• Robert Kessler, Director, Department of Safety and Inspections (DSI) 



Panel II (continued):   

• Larry Zang, Project Facilitator, (DSI) 

Panel III:  

• Council Member Dave Thune - Ward 2  

• John Kimball, Sr. Vice President/Manager – SBA Loans, Park 

Midway Bank  

• Angela Burkhalter, Public Information Officer – Project Manager, 

Minority Business Development and Retention (MBDR) – (HREEO) 

Q & A 

 
PARTICIPANTS  
 
Human Rights and Equal Economic Opportunity (HREEO) www.stpaul.gov/hreeo  

• Readus Fletcher, Deputy Director 

• Susan Feuerherm, Acting Purchasing Manager  

• Angela Burkhalter – Public Information Officer (PIO) and Minority 

Business Development and Retention (MBDR) Project Manager  

• Tyron Vidal – Intern, Greeter  

Department of Safety and Inspection (DSI) www.stpaul.gov/dsi  

• Robert Kessler, Director 

• Larry Zang, Project Facilitator 

Department of Planning and Economic Development (PED) www.stpaul.gov/ped  

• Tom Sanchez, Director – Invest Saint Paul 

Riverview Economic Development Association (REDA) www.districtdelsol.com  

• Christopher Romano, Executive Director 

Park Midway Bank www.parkmidwaybank.com  

• John Kimball, Sr. Vice President/Manager SBA Lending 

AHANA 
AHANA Initiative, Project of Minnesota Multicultural Media Consortium (MMMC) 
Bringing cooperative voices of African-African American, Hispanic, Asian and 
Native American 

 



THANK YOU 

Special thank you to the Mayor Chris Coleman, Ward 2 Council Member Dave 
Thune, Minnesota Multicultural Media Consortium, Community Development 
Corporations, Associations, and our Partners at Park Midway Bank, our City 
Departments and staff that helped make this a success including:    

 

Co-Sponsor: Barbara Jeanetta, Twin Cities Local Initiatives Support Corporation 
(LISC)  

Luz Maria Frias, Director, (HREEO) 

Cecile Bedor, Director, (PED) 

Andrea Casselton, Director, Office of Technology and Communications (OTC) 

Jenny Ticcioni, Business Outreach Manager, (REDA) 

Nikki Foster, Vice President-Community Development, Sunrise Community Bank 

Michael J. Derus, Vice President – Commercial Loans, Park Midway Bank 

Rev. Devin Miller 

Erin Dady, Bob Hume, Chris Rider – Office of the Mayor 

Lucie Passus, Claudia Osterman, Ruth Richardson – (HREEO)  

Laura Eckert, Chriscell Randolph – (PED) 

Bob Humphries – (DSI) 

Mike Kaplan, Nick Nelson – (OTC) 

Musicians: Wayne McFarlane and Jahz 

 

Acknowledgements  

Neighborhood Development Center (NDC), Selby Area Community Development 
Corporation, East Side Neighborhood Development Company (ESNDC), Cultural 
Wellness Center – Economic Development Division, Pillar of Truth Ministries, 
WESCO and Neighborhood Development Association (NeDA). 

 

*This show will Broadcast on KFAI 90.3 FM and 106.7 (Saint Paul) 

Tuesday, October 27, 11:00 – 12:00 Noon 

 

Conversations with Al McFarlane is produced by McFarlane Media Interests, Inc. 

For more information on this program, call McFarlane Media at 612-588-1313 or 

e-mail Batala McFarlane at batalara@insightnews.com 

 

MBDR Project Manager: Angela Burkhalter, 651-266-8913 or 651-558-1243 
angela.burkhalter@ci.stpaul.mn.us  


