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ORDINANCE
CITY OF SAINT PAUL, MINNESOTA

Presented by

An administrative ordinance to amend Saint Paul Legislative Code Chapter 175, Dutch Elm Disease, to
facilitate title changes and administrative reorganization.

THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SAINT PAUL DOES ORDAIN:
Section 1
Section 175, Dutch Elm Disease, of the Saint Paul Legislative Code is hereby amended to read as follows:
Sec. 175.05. Abatement, procedures.

(a) Notification to owner, etc. Whenever the city forester has reason to believe that a nuisance as defined
in section 175.02 exists on any private property in the city, he shall mail a written order to the last known
address of the owner of the real property involved. For the purpose of this chapter, "owners" and their
addresses shall be those shown to be such on the records of the Ramsey County Department of Property
Taxation, but other appropriate records may be used. The written order shall notify the owner of the
existence of the nuisance and direct that it be removed within twenty (20) days after receipt of such notice.
The notice shall also state that if such nuisance has not been abated within the time provided, the city, by
and through its department of community services, may abate the nuisance at the expense of the owner and
that, if the costs of the abatement have not been prepaid by the owner at the time the abatement takes place,
the charge for such work and any administrative costs incurred by the real estate division-ofthe-department
of publie—werks section of the office of financial services for processing the collection thereof shall be
made a special assessment against the property concerned.

(b) Failure to act; city may abate. If the owner or person in control of any private premises fails to have
such nuisance so removed and properly disposed of within twenty (20) days after receipt of notification by
mail, or when the owner or person in control cannot be located, the department of community services may
proceed to have the nuisance removed and disposed of, and any expense incurred by the city in so doing
may be a charge and lien upon the property and shall be collected as a special assessment against the
property concerned. Included as part of the assessment shall be those administrative costs incurred by the

real estate diviston—of—the—department—of—publie—werks section of the office of financial services in

processing the collection of the abatement.

(c) Costs to be assessed. The city forester shall keep a record of the cost of abatements done under this
section and, on or before September 1 of each year, shall report to the real estate division-of-the-department
of publie-werks section of the office of financial services all work done for which assessments are to be
made, stating and certifying the description of the lots and parcels involved and the amount chargeable to
each lot and parcel. The total costs of this abatement including the administrative costs incurred by the real
estate division-of-the-department-ofpubliewerks section of the office of financial services in processmg
the abatement shall then be assessed against the affected real property in the manner provided for in
Chapter 14 of the City Charter and shall be collected in accordance with those applicable provisions
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contained in Chapter 64 of the St. Paul Administrative Code; provided, however, that these assessments
shall be payable in not to exceed ten (10) annual installments.

(d) Subsidies. Notwithstanding any other provision of this section to the contrary, the city may provide
total or partial subsidies to owners of private residential property for the cost of removing diseased trees;
provided, however, that the private residential property is used exclusively for residential purposes only;
and provided further, that the property has located thereon a dwelling or dwellings which are exclusively
designed for and used as single or multidwelling buildings with families living independent of each other.



88 Section 2

89
90 That this ordinance shall take affect and be in force thirty (30) days after its passage, approval and

91 publication.
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